
7th Grade Washington State History and Social Studies Curriculum Map 2016-2017 

Month/Trime
ster 

Topic/Theme  Essential Questions  Common Core Standards  SLE  Activity  

 
 
Geography 

 
 
5 Themes of Geography 
(review) 
 
Geography vocabulary 
 
Basic Understanding of 
Economics 

Describe how physical 
geography affects students’ 
lives in the five regions of 
Washington State, but also 
how physical geography 
factors into the lives of 
people in other parts of the 
world. 
 
 
What criteria is needed to 
establish a new tourist 
attraction that relates to 
and expands on an existing 
historical area in 
Washington State. 

6-8.RI.2,  
6-8.W.1.B,C,D,E 
6-8RST.1,7 
6-8RI.4,  6- 8.W.2.a-f 
6-8.RST.9 
6-8RI.8.   6-8.W.4, 5, 6 
RH 6-8.1. 
RH 6-8.2 
W 6-8.2 
SL 6-8.1 
  
State Standards: 
4.2.1, 4.3.1, 4.1.2, 1.1.1, 
1.1.2, 1.2.3, 3.2.3, 5.1.1, 
4.4.1 

2a-f. 3a, 3f,  Bi-Weekly Vocabulary 
Quizzes 
 
Small group discussions 
Lg. group discussions 
 
Geography Portfolio 
 
“The Economic Way of 
Thinking” 
 
In-class Essays  
 
Projects: 

● How does 
physical 
geography 
influence your 
life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First 
Trimester 
Sept-End of 
Oct.. 

 
  
Timeline of WA. History 
  
Native Americans in the 
Pacific N.W. 
Displacement of the 
Natives 
  
Settlement of the NW 
 

 

Why is history important? 
 
How and why do we 
determine location? 
  
How are governments 
organized in communities, 
states, and nations? 
  
What is the role of the Pacific 
NW Natives in the role of 
development and culture to 
the region? 
  
What conflicts among 
fundamental principles and 
values of constitutional 
democracy are evident in 
social issues? 

7.RI.2,   7.W.1.B,C,D,E 
7.RST.1,7 

7.RI.4,   7.W.2.a-f 
7.RST.9 

7.RI.8.   7.W.4, 5, 6 
 
State Standards: 
3.1, 3.1.2, 3.2.2, 4.1.1, 4.1.2, 
5.1.1, 1.4.1,  
  

2a-f. 3a, 3f,   Create a physical map of 
WA. State with 5 regions 
and physical features 
labeled, includes altitude 
 
 
 
 

First 
Trimester, 
Nov./Dec. 

Economics 101 
● Basic 

understanding 
of economics 

European Exploration 
& Early Settlement 
European culture – fur, 
missionaries, gold miners 
Geography – where did 
settlers come from and 

 How do individuals influence 
groups, culture, institutions, 
history? 
 
What are the causes and 
effects of tensions that occur 
when the goals, beliefs, norms, 

7.RH.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
7.WHST.2. a-f 
7.WHST.7,8 
 
State Standard: 
4.1.1, 1.2.3, 1.3.1,  
  
  
  

2a-f. 3a, 3f,   Top Ten List 
Cause and Effect Essay 
 
 
 



why – primary sources – 
maps, navigation, 
  

principles of two or more 
groups or institutions. ?  
  

Second 
Trimester 
Jan.-Feb. 

European Exploration 
& Early Settlement 
European culture – fur, 
missionaries, gold miners 
Geography – where did 
settlers come from and 
why – primary sources – 
maps, navigation, Lat & 
Long. 
 
Territory to Statehood 
Treaties – Political – 
Manifest Destiny – Gold 
Rush – RR 
 
Growth – 
dams – hydroelectric and 
irrigation, WWII, Boeing, 
Internment, 
Government, labor 
movement –Unions, 
 
 
 

What is culture , and what 
roles does it play in personal 
and group behavior? 
  
What role do time and place 
play in the development and 
change of cultures? 
  
How do beliefs, such as 
religion or political ideals, 
influence other aspects of 
culture? 
  
  
How do changes in the use of 
distribution of resources affect 
people’s lives? 
  
How are regions defined by 
various characteristics (e.g. 
physical, cultural, historical, 
linguistic, religious, economic, 
and political)? 
  

7.WHST.1 a-e 
7WHST..4,5,6,7 
  
7. RH.1,2,3,4,5,8 
7.RI.1,2,3,7,9 
 
State Standards:  
4.1.2, 3.2.3, 1.1.1, 4.1.1, 1.3.1, 
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

2a-f. 3a, 3f,   Pacific Northwest Native 
American tribes and treaty 
history 

March   Statehood 
State Constitution 
Statehood growth, 
change, environmental 
impact them and now 
 

 How do we use key events, 
documents, dates, and people 
from the past in constructing 
historical accounts?  
  
  
What events and turning 
points are important in history 
and why? 
  
How do groups and 
institutions originate and 
change over time and place? 

7.RI. 1,2,3,4,5,7,8 
7.RHST. 1-9 
 7.WHST. 1.a-e, 2.a-f, 3, 4,5, 
6,7,8,9,10 
 
 
State Standards:  
4.1.2, 1.1.1, 1.1.2,  4.1.1, 
  
  

2a-f. 3a, 3f,   Bi-Weekly Vocabulary 
Quizzes 
 
Small group discussions 
Lg. group discussions 
 
Summative and Formative 
Assessments 
 
Project: 
Econ.”What does the nation 
consume?” (Econedlink) 
 
 

Third 
Trimester, 
April- 

 Immigration in 
Washington State and the 
US, impact on both 
 
Immigration Project 
(Project based, Inquiry 
based) 
 
  
  

How do conflicts over 
immigration arise from labor 
needs and social change?  
 In what ways is the United 
States a “nation of 
immigrants”? • 
 What factors might a person 
have to weigh when 
considering whether to 
immigrate to another country? 
 What might it be like to be 
faced with this decision?  

  
7.RI. 1,2,3,4,5,7,8 
7.RHST. 1-9 
 7.WHST.  1,2,3,4,5,6 
 
State Standards:  
3.2.3, 4.1.2., 4.1.1, 3.1.1 

2a-f. 3a, 3f,   Bi-Weekly Vocabulary 
Quizzes 
 
Small group discussions 
Lg. group discussions 
 
Summative and Formative 
Assessments 
 
Project: 
Immigration, Sing a 
Song 



What might be some of the 
greatest challenges and 
rewards for immigrants to a 
new country?  
How might various immigrant 
groups from different periods 
of U.S. history have answered 
this question?  
Why has anti-immigrant 
sentiment arisen at different 
points in U.S. history?  
How has immigration 
influenced the laws and social 
services we have in the United 
States today?  
How do the experiences of 
immigrants in various periods 
of United States history 
compare to those of 
immigrants today? 
 

What is the American 

Dream? What is the 

American Reality? Does 

the American Dream 

mean different things to 

different Americans? 

 
 
Historical Retelling from a 
real immigrant's point of 
view. 

May-June 
 
 
 
 
 
Final: June 3rd 

Era or Reform 
WWI 
“Red Scare” 
Media Propaganda 
(Then and Now) 

What were the causes of WWI 
and what was the lasting 
impact? 
What were the causes of 
World War I. ?  
How was World War I fought 
differently from all the 
previous wars?   
Why did the United States 
enter World War I?   
How did WWI affect the 
home front? (in terms of 
industry, women, African 
Americans and government) 
What was the human, 
economic and geographic 
impact of World War I? 
How did the allies differ in 
their goals for peace and how 
did Americans, including 
Congress, react to the final 
peace agreement? 
How did World War I help to 
cause World War II?   
 
  
  

7.RI. 1,2,3,4,5,7,8 
7.RHST. 1-9 
 7.WHST. 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
 
State Standards: 
4.1.1,4.1.2, 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 4.3.1, 
 

2a-f. 3a, 3f,   Bi-Weekly Vocabulary 
Quizzes 
 
Small group discussions 
Lg. group discussions 
 
Summative and Formative 
Assessments 
 
Projects:  

● Federal 
Government, 
How much is 
too much? 

How can citizen participation in 
government affect industrial 
development and ensure a 
sustainable environment for 
WA. State. 
 
 

● What’s your 
Issue?  

 

  
  
  
  
 


