
Weekly Newsletter - 1.4.2023

Visit our Website

Volunteer Opportunities

Upcoming Events & Calendar Reminders

Saturday, January 7th:
8th Grade Babysitting Night (see below)

Friday, January 13th:
All School Mass @ 9am (Rescheduled from 1/6/2023)

Monday, January 16th:
No School - MLK Jr. Day

Tiger Fund Update

Thank you to everyone who helped
make this year's Tiger Fund an
enormous success!  Our community came
together to raise more than $80,000 in
support of this crucial fund. The Tiger Fund
impacts the daily life of all our Tigers. The
entire St. Catherine staff is beyond grateful
for your support. A special thank you goes
out to the Hamilton family for being our first
Tiger Fund Campaign leaders. Together we
can do great things! #thetigerway

https://www.stcatherineschool.net/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EmDYXcj7uAVtgMPgmNmtvwHJvCQB5Vobd3alaxBX45I/edit?usp=sharing


Calling All Tigers! Don't Miss the Winter Spirit Gear Order! 

Follow the link below to place your Spirit Gear order from our New Spirit Gear Company,
College Hill. The store will close on January 6th. Order Today!
https://stcatherineschool.net/spiritgear2022

Parent Night Out! 
 
Save the date for the next 8th Grade Babysitting Night on January 7! Take
advantage of a parent night out while our amazing 8th graders entertain your kids
with pizza, games, movies and FUN! 

Money earned will help fund the 8th Grade D.C. trip!

Registration is available HERE
 
8th Grade D.C. Trip Fundraiser!! 
Date: January 7, 2023
Time: 5pm - 9pm
Location: St. Catherine's Victoria Hall
Cost: $40 for 1 child; $30 for each sibling
Ages: 3 -12 (Must be age 3 by 8/31/22 and fully, independently potty-trained)
What to know? Dinner and snacks will be provided 
What to bring? Send your kiddo with a water bottle. Also, consider sending a blanket,
pillow and/or stuffy for the movie. 
 
Questions: Contact Debi Backstrom at 206-707-5432 or debi.backstrom@gmail.com

Tuition Assistance 2023-2024

The tuition assistance process for the 2023-2024 school year begins now and the
application is officially open. If you think that your family may be in need of financial aid
next year, please complete an application. Tuition assistance is available for Kindergarten-
8th Grade only.
 
The entire process is completed online through FACTS. All applications are first reviewed by
the Fulcrum Foundation, a fundraising arm of the Archdiocese. Once Fulcrum determines
their assistance awards, then the St. Catherine Tuition Assistance Committee will review the
applications and distribute financial aid for the 2023-24 school year. Some families may
qualify for assistance from both the Fulcrum Foundation and the St. Catherine program, but
only one application is submitted.  
 
The application deadline is this Friday, January 6, 2023. This is a firm deadline - all
completed applications AND required tax documentation must be submitted by this date for
consideration.  
 
You can access the application here. And FACTS charges a $35 application fee. 
 
If you have any questions about the process or application, feel free to email Kathy Cox or
you can access the FAQ page on the Fulcrum Foundation website here. 

https://stcatherineschool.net/spiritgear2022
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMD-quFWkFWjENXPzOQlhwD6CChSZpHzX-eb0qBtH3eqe-xQ/viewform
mailto:debi.backstrom@gmail.com
https://online.factsmgt.com/SignIn.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
mailto:kcox@stcatherineschool.net
https://www.fulcrumfoundation.org/news/tuition-assistance-program-frequently-asked-questions


Shine Kids Yoga

In this class we combine creative and physical movement, yoga, songs and games, self-
discovery and self-expression. Through movement, children will work on coordination,
balance, flexibility and strength. The program also helps children discover their creativity,
uniqueness, strengths, mental and physical health, practice meditations and connect their
mind and body.

Classes are open to students in grades K-5 and wil be held on Thursdays from 3:15-
4:15pm, starting January 26th.

Click the image below to register today!

After School Primary Academic Support

St. Catherine is pleased to announce an after-school academic support option for students
in grades 1st-3rd! Primary Academic Support lasts from 3:15-4:00 PM on Thursdays. This is
an opportunity for students to complete homework or class projects while receiving needed
support from St. Catherine’s primary team members. The sessions will be facilitated by Ms.
O’Donnell, Ms. Kelly, and Ms. Elsner.

The signup for January is here.  Space is limited so register early! Cost will be $7 per
session and will be billed to your SchoolAdmin account. Signups will be included in the
newsletter the last Wednesday of each month for the following month. Please contact Ms.
Elsner if you have any questions - celsner@stcatherineschool.net

Coding with Kids

SCRATCH: ARCADE GAMES I Grades 3 - 6
Mon, 3:15pm-4:15pm
Jan 23 - Mar 20 (no class on Feb 20)
$199 / 8-week session

What’s even better than dodging obstacles, collecting tokens, and playing games on coin-
operated machines? Creating your own arcade games! This course teaches students to code
arcade games by applying programming concepts like Events, Functions, and Game Physics.
Students can recreate popular arcade games by the end of the course, such as the Brick
Breaker and Space Invaders.

Registrations at www.CodingWithKids.com/session/47274

LITTLE CODERS: ANIMATIONS Grades K - 2
Tue, 3:15pm-4:15pm
Jan 24 - Mar 21 (no class on Feb 21)
$199 / 8-week session

Learn how to make your own animations in Scratch using basic coding skills! In this course,
students will focus on the arts and animations side of game development. Students will
learn how to create their own characters, animate them, and tell their story through art,
creativity, and basic coding skills! Projects include animating a walk cycle, a running
unicorn, and a funny handshake. Our curriculum focuses on reinforcing concepts in different
ways to help students retain new ideas and build a strong foundation for future
learning.

Registrations at www.CodingWithKids.com/session/47275

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA9AF2EABF5C70-january
mailto:celsner@stcatherineschool.net
http://www.codingwithkids.com/session/47274
http://www.codingwithkids.com/session/47275


AUCTION NEWS - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2023

Save the date! We will be celebrating 82 years of St. Catherine School on May 13, 2023!
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE OUR AUCTION A SUCCESS!

Click here for the Auction Newsletter

Go to the St. Catherine Auction Website

Questions? Please reach out to the auction committee at auction@stcatherineschool.net

https://www.learningmeansfun.com/signup
https://files.constantcontact.com/f674aa1d201/176d7ae7-dfae-45cf-8551-29584a0b9e64.pdf?rdr=true
https://stcatherineschool.ejoinme.org/2023Auction
mailto:auction@stcatherineschool.net


Tickets for Teachers

Do you have tickets for sporting events, theater, or dinner gift certificates that are going
unused? Consider donating them to our “Tickets for Teachers” raffle. This past month a staff
member had the opportunity to go to a Husky game because of a generous parent
donation. Contact Tammy Matusak if you would like to donate.

Thank you to our STC Parents for your continued support! #thetigerway

Yearbook 2022-2023

Attention Parents! The Yearbook staff needs your help. Please send any pictures you take
throughout the school year to yearbook@stcatherineschool.net to be included in the
yearbook. We are particularly interested in things that happen outside of school that our
staff doesn't get a chance to photograph like CYO sports, back to school photos, and
eventually events like Ski Bus and Speech Team. Thank you for your help!

Yearbook questions? Send an email to Ms. Elsner (celsner@stcatherineschool.net).

Volunteer Hours

Each family with students in grades K-8 are required to contribute 40 volunteer service
hours during the school year. Please email your hours to Charlotte in the school office. The
Volunteer Hours Summary Sheet can be found here.  

mailto:tmatusak@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:yearbook@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:celsner@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:cvanhollebeke@stcatherineschool.net
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_65ef399bdf4547dbbde39f7362aa671d.pdf


Non-Uniform & Spirit Day Calendar

"When is Spirit Day? When is the first non-uniform day? I bought free dress passes at last
year's auction - when can my student use them?" All these answers and more can be found
on the Non-Uniform & Spirit Day Calendar.

2022-2023 School Calendar

Here are the key calendar dates for the 2022-2023 school year:

1st day of school: Tuesday, September 6th (noon dismissal) 
Fall Conferences: November 3rd-4th (November 2nd is a noon dismissal)
Thanksgiving break: November 24th-25th (November 23th is a noon dismissal) 
Christmas break: December 19th-30th
New Year's Day Observed: January 2nd
President's weekend/break: February 20th-21st
Easter break: April 10th-14th
Last day of school: Friday, June 16th (10:30am dismissal after the Moving Up Mass) 

Printable PDF copies of the calendars, with lots more events and dates, are available here:
K-8 Calendar
Preschool Calendar

Please note that dates on these calendars are subject to change and any changes will be
communicated to families via the school newsletter as soon as possible.

Immunizations Update

The Department of Health has updated the requirements for the 2022-2023 school
year. Students in preschool or kindergarten who are four years old or older on September
1st are required to have the additional dose of DTaP, IPV, MMR and varicella vaccines before
the first day of school.

 Students with summer birthdays will have less time to get vaccinated before the start of
school, so parents should plan ahead and schedule their child's vaccination appointment
before the school year starts.

Please send updated records to Charlotte at cvanhollebeke@stcatherineschool.net.

Attendance Procedures

If your child/ren will be absent from school, please notify the school office at
attendance@stcatherineschool.net, as well as your child's homeroom teacher, no later than
8:30am on the day of the absence. Advanced notification of the absence (2-3 days before)
is also greatly appreciated.

The safety of our students is our number one priority and the office will call home to verify
the student's absence if a parent/guardian has not called or emailed.

If you know your child will be tardy due to a medical/dental/personal appointment, the
office must be notified for the tardy to be excused. A parent/guardian must accompany a
tardy student in to the school office to sign them in for the day.

If your child/ren will be absent from school for 2 or more days of school, please complete a
pre-planned absence form and send it to attendance@stcatherineschool.net at least 2
weeks prior to the absences.

Regular attendance is important to the success of our students. Normally, illness, medical
appointments and family emergencies are the only acceptable form of excused absence.

https://files.constantcontact.com/f674aa1d201/23f6c9c5-33ed-4add-a18b-859408546823.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_2633e8a57fb742cc8406b433a723dfd7.pdf
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_d29cebb6e7ec4e74859cb47bf3697706.pdf
mailto:cvanhollebeke@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:attendance@stcatherineschool.net
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_e355b7197aaa4fac9b4139701b054a46.pdf
mailto:attendance@stcatherineschool.net


Help our school get $ back every time you shop at Amazon!
 
As a participant in the Amazon Affiliate and AmazonSmile programs, a percentage of your
Amazon purchases come back to us if you designate "St Catherine" as your charity of
choice. Simply CLICK HERE (this link is also on our website under the "Parents" tab on the
far right) to sign in to your Amazon account and place your order as usual (if you haven't
signed up for AmazonSmile yet, it's quick and easy). The school will automatically receive a
portion of all sales on orders placed through this unique link which is a combination of the
Affiliate and Smile programs.

 
Thank you!

Fred Meyer/QFC Community Rewards
 
Fred Meyer/QFC are part of a program called Community Rewards to give back to the
community! Each year, Fred Meyer intends to donate $2.5 million (up to $625,000 per
quarter) to local schools, non-profits, and charitable organizations. Customers can
designate where these dollars get spent. 
 
If you are a Fred Meyer customer head to Community Rewards and link your rewards card
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards. When you shop with your
rewards card, you’ll help earn donation dollars to the charity of your choice. St. Catherine
School organization code is AF109. You may select only one non-profit at a time. Also, note
that this does NOT impact your quarterly Rewards or Fuel points. You’ll still receive all those
benefits on top of this program. Today we have 26 families linked to this program and we
still receive rewards. Imagine our rewards if every school family took the time to register!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016U-u5_kDPNX-U_k4ItYElvsPJg0Jf312Nn0Slj1twQV4diYaFOtuUoC-DqMHMIaLL5bEw75njuU92-54SeN4dwBEtc77rIt63d8prD9R5V83MhLZVguvXP23teGof9U6M7c1GXFzMUhph5ctFHthu89lFjKwuTWDB72j9LV3ixK0Bn6JNkLFD6ntg9KjqHbS&c=OoidMyMLDFTB5lC2E-W5_ia75AJSZur2eWN0mnA0m86ORgK7TSk8VQ==&ch=KvZ4EFKeUDCHiLD1A9Hqeg_AH-YbgBTOma53bcvP92uW0qEpSpxihw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016U-u5_kDPNX-U_k4ItYElvsPJg0Jf312Nn0Slj1twQV4diYaFOtuUoC-DqMHMIaLL5bEw75njuU92-54SeN4dwBEtc77rIt63d8prD9R5V83MhLZVguvXP23teGof9U6M7c1GXFzMUhph5ctFHthu89lFjKwuTWDB72j9LV3ixK0Bn6JNkLFD6ntg9KjqHbS&c=OoidMyMLDFTB5lC2E-W5_ia75AJSZur2eWN0mnA0m86ORgK7TSk8VQ==&ch=KvZ4EFKeUDCHiLD1A9Hqeg_AH-YbgBTOma53bcvP92uW0qEpSpxihw==
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards


Mission & Philosophy
St. Catherine of Siena Parish School is a welcoming, Christ-centered community, rooted in
the Catholic faith and inspired by Gospel values. As an extension of the parish and with
Jesus as our model, we are dedicated to lifelong growth in faith, love, and learning. 
 
We recognize that the care and education of the child begins with the family and that
parents are the primary educators of their children. In partnership with parents, we work to
promote our students’ achievement and spiritual growth. Together we are committed to
developing responsible, ethical leaders who think critically, act justly, communicate
effectively, and serve willingly. 
 

Vision



We are committed to providing a faith-filled, inclusive, and welcoming learning environment
for all our students. Through our rigorous academic programs, our students will gain the
cognitive, technological, and social skills necessary to become ethical, innovative leaders
who successfully navigate the complex challenges of today’s world.

St. Catherine of Siena School | 8524 8th Avenue Northeast, Seattle, WA 98115
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