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Visit our Website

Volunteer Opportunities

Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry
 Christmas and a Happy New Year!

We are grateful to the many families and individuals (listed below) who
have donated to the Annual Tiger Fund during this current school year.

The following donor roll reflects gifts and pledges received:
 July 1, 2022 - December 14th, 2022

If you have not had the chance, please take this opportunity to make a tax-
deductible gift to this year's Tiger Fund to support all the students of St.

Catherine. ﻿

Donate to the Tiger Fund Here!

Chris and Jill Acker
Michael Schwager and Maria Agapova

Steven and Monique Alkire
Steve and Lisa Anacker

Brian and Jodie Anderson
Matt and Melissa Anderson

Rob and Julie Anderson
Stephanie Godwin-Austen
Debi and Mark Backstrom

https://www.stcatherineschool.net/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EmDYXcj7uAVtgMPgmNmtvwHJvCQB5Vobd3alaxBX45I/edit?usp=sharing


Leslie Barich
Jeremy and Erin Bartram

Hannah Beighle
James and Annie Bell
Keely and Michael Bell

Kathleen Seltzer and Eric Berge
Christy Sirthongsuk and Jason Bergstrom

Rose and Aaron Blankers
Anthony and Esther Bolante
Lily Silva and Nick Bolthouse

Jessica Bratrude and Mark Braseth
Nathan and Emily Brauer
Andrew and Katie Brewer

Robert Murray and Josie Briggs
Emily Budinich

Michael Buschmann
Anna and Steven Calcagno

Hannah Capinpin
Brian Carlson

Caleb and Erica Cates
Todd and Jaclyn Christianson

Katie and Jason Clack
Maddie Clark

Carol and George Clubine
Katherine and Jamie Clark

Dieu and Mark Conrad
Kathy Cox

Kate Friedenbach and Paul Currier
Agnes Ravion Daout
Caitlin and David Dill

Tarrie Eckhart
Devin Fitzpatrick and Scot Eckley

Jana and Brian Ellingwood
Caitlin Elsner

Courtney and Christopher Farah
Priscilla and Jeremy Fellows

 Mercedes Cantisano and Martin Fernunson
Maria and Troy Finlayson

Dennis and Karen Fitzpatrick
Kelsey and Greg Flowers

William and Mary Foundation
Kari Frizzell

Ned and Gerhart Charitable Fund
Jason and Lauren Garfield

Katherine and Blake Golden
Evan and Lauren Gordon

Liz and Frank Grant
Samantha Hallock

Luke and Yvonne Hamilton
Karin and Dave Herman

Steve and Betsy Hill
Ivy Wong and Jim Hochstein

MC Horrigan
Olha Bilobran and George Hsieh

Stephanie and Mike Hujet
Maria Hurtado

Hank and Jennifer Jacky
Nick and Courtney Juhl

Grace and Garrett Kaiser
Larry Spyridis and Constance Katsandres

Hadley Kelly
Lauren and Garrett Kelly



Beth and Dylan Kilpatric
Tim and Bethany King

Marjorie and David Korkowski
Adrienne and Matt Kortas

Tom and Cyndi Kuder
Edith and Brendan Lang

Ann and Trenton Lipscomb
Mike and Kristin Litke
Dakota Malberg-Loen

Chris and Lori Low
Vincent and Amanda Lucero

Dorian and Merrill Manza
Liz Mares

Julia and David Marks
John and Tammy Matusak

Robert Maxwell and Kim Wolf
David Mayer And Wendy Rychwalski

Blair and Brian Mills
Joshua and Lauren McCaffrey

Casey and Nicole McCoy
Brianna McDonald

Caitlin and Craig McGrath
Joanna and Jay McGrew
Kristi and Tim McQuillan

Shawna and Frank Molitor
Malia and Alex Morrison

Sean and Jill Murphy
Francine Shammami and George Murray

Jen and Dave Muzia
Chris and Noelle Nelson

Paula and Thomas Newcomer
Erin O’Donnell

Rose and Kevin O’Neill
Nicole Pattamanuch

Lissa Payne
Scott and Diana Pearson
Mary and Kerry Person

Aaron and Kariss Peterson
Dave and Siobhan Piechowski

Reece and Kendra Powell
Rabiatu Abdulai Baba and Justice Quame-Amaglo

Carol Ramirez
Leanne Reedy

Michele and Aaron Rimmer
Elizabeth and Nell Rudd

Herbert Sauro and Holly Sawyer
Carl and Kelly Sens

Gregg Schell
Sarah Korkowski and Matt Schemmel

Jamie and Jessica Scola
Brad Vieau and Madelyn Sheldon 

Dan and Dr. Meg Sheridan
Erika and Adam Schuyler

Jeff and Bree Sievers
Adam and Tanya Smith
Josh and Erica Snow

Keliikai Castillo and Tricia Soares
Stimson Munasque and Christine Soriano

Clare and Nick Spano
Charles and Paige St. Pierre

Jordan and Karin Talge
Edward and Shannon Thompson



Teresa Thornton
John and Megan Tufano
Nick and Christine Tubb

Charlotte and Chris Van Hollebeke
Carlos and Yvonne Walker

Kevin and Megan Ward
Jason and Katherine Wax
Terra and Clifton Weeks

Mary and Guy Welch
Darcie and Alex Wells
Katie and Jake Wham
Clay and Elena White

Margaret and Steve White
Dilshika and Inoka Wijesekera

Alison and Kirby Winfield
Tiffany Lundeen and Michael Wilson

Gloria Youngblood and Thomas Nemeth

Thank YOU from your St. Catherine School Family!

If you have made a donation to the STC Tiger Fund and you do not see your name
 please contact the development office.

Upcoming Events & Calendar Reminders

Thursday, December 15th:
Tiger Spirit Day
No After School Study Hall or Primary Academic Support
Christmas Program @ 6:30pm; Doors open at 6pm - Victoria Hall

Friday, December 16th:
Christmas Spirit Non-Uniform Day: Christmas PJ's, Ugly Sweaters, Red, White &
Green
Noon Dismissal for All Students
No After School Extended Care
No Full Day Preschool (12pm-3:10pm)
No PM Pandas

Monday, December 19th-Friday, December 30th: Christmas Break
No School for All Students
School Office Closed

Monday, January 2nd: New Year's Day Observed
No School for All Students
School Office Closed

Christmas Program

After 3 years, the well loved St. C's Christmas Program is back! We are so excited to gather
together tomorrow, December 15th at 6:30pm to celebrate Christmas with all our students
and their families.

Seats are first come first serve. Doors open at 6:00pm. You may not enter the gym and put
coats on chairs during the day. Any items left on chairs before 6pm will be removed.

More information about the Christmas Program is available here.

All St. Catherine events are mask optional. Please do what feels right & best for you and
your family.

mailto:tmatusak@stcatherineschool.net
https://files.constantcontact.com/f674aa1d201/a6510b1b-faf1-4d8d-9d3e-305e57a91bd3.pdf?rdr=true


8th Grade Babysitting Nights

Save the date for the next 8th Grade Babysitting Night on January 7! Take
advantage of a parent night out while our amazing 8th graders entertain your kids
with pizza, games, movies and FUN! Money earned will help fund the 8th Grade D.C. trip!

Registration is available HERE

8th Grade D.C. Trip Fundraiser!! 
Date: January 7, 2023
Time: 5pm - 9pm
Location: St. Catherine's Victoria Hall
Cost: $40 for 1 child; $30 for each sibling
Ages: 3 -12 (Must be age 3 by 8/31/22 and fully, independently potty-trained)
What to know? Dinner and Snacks will be provided 
What to bring? Send your kiddo with a water bottle. Also, consider sending a blanket,
pillow and/or stuffy for the movie. 

Questions: Contact Debi Backstrom at 206-707-5432 or debi.backstrom@gmail.com

After School Primary Academic Support

St. Catherine is pleased to announce an after-school academic support option for students
in grades 1st-3rd! Primary Academic Support lasts from 3:15-4:00 PM on Thursdays. This is
an opportunity for students to complete homework or class projects while receiving needed
support from St. Catherine’s primary team members. The sessions will be facilitated by Ms.
O’Donnell, Ms. Kelly, and Ms. Elsner.

The signup for January is here.  Space is limited so register early! Cost will be $7 per
session and will be billed to your SchoolAdmin account. Signups will be included in the
newsletter the last Wednesday of each month for the following month. Please contact Ms.
Elsner if you have any questions - celsner@stcatherineschool.net

Tuition Assistance 2023-2024

The tuition assistance process for the 2023-2024 school year begins now and the
application is officially open. If you think that your family may be in need of financial aid
next year, please complete an application. Tuition assistance is available for Kindergarten-
8th Grade only.
 
The entire process is completed online through FACTS. All applications are first reviewed by
the Fulcrum Foundation, a fundraising arm of the Archdiocese. Once Fulcrum determines
their assistance awards, then the St. Catherine Tuition Assistance Committee will review the
applications and distribute financial aid for the 2023-24 school year. Some families may
qualify for assistance from both the Fulcrum Foundation and the St. Catherine program, but
only one application is submitted.  
 
The application deadline is January 6, 2023. This is a firm deadline - all completed
applications AND required tax documentation must be submitted by this date for
consideration.  
 
You can access the application here. And FACTS charges a $35 application fee. 
 
If you have any questions about the process or application, feel free to email Kathy Cox or
you can access the FAQ page on the Fulcrum Foundation website here. 

https://forms.gle/ZmG3qJV6chnYczZd9
mailto:debi.backstrom@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA9AF2EABF5C70-january
mailto:celsner@stcatherineschool.net
https://online.factsmgt.com/SignIn.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
mailto:kcox@stcatherineschool.net
https://www.fulcrumfoundation.org/news/tuition-assistance-program-frequently-asked-questions


Tickets for Teachers

Do you have tickets for sporting events, theater, or dinner gift certificates that are going
unused? Consider donating them to our “Tickets for Teachers” raffle. This past month a staff
member had the opportunity to go to a Husky game because of a generous parent
donation. Contact Tammy Matusak if you would like to donate.

Thank you to our STC Parents for your continued support! #thetigerway

St. Catherine Spirit Gear Update

To our St. Catherine community who placed an order for Spirit Gear in October: There was
an issue with the supplier that we could not foresee, and the company hosting our school
store has issued a refund to anyone who ordered through their website. The good news is
that we have another store coming soon, and we should not have these issues going
forward.

Please be sure to check that you have received your refund. If you have any questions or
concerns about refunds, please reach out to: Tyler @ Seattle Custom Printing:
tyler@seattlecustomprinting.com or 206-268-0443.

We will follow-up with a new custom school store very soon! Sorry for the inconvenience.

mailto:tmatusak@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:tyler@seattlecustomprinting.com


Yearbook 2022-2023

Attention Parents! The Yearbook staff needs your help. Please send any pictures you take
throughout the school year to yearbook@stcatherineschool.net to be included in the
yearbook. We are particularly interested in things that happen outside of school that our
staff doesn't get a chance to photograph like CYO sports, back to school photos, and
eventually events like Ski Bus and Speech Team. Thank you for your help!

Yearbook questions? Send an email to Ms. Elsner (celsner@stcatherineschool.net).

New St. Catherine Social Media Email!
 
Have you been looking for a way to share your amazing photos from weekend sporting
events? Do you have pictures of St. C’s Tigers doing great things? Please share them with
us at socialmedia@stcatherineschool.net

Make sure to include a description of the event along with the names & grades of the St. C
Tigers. #thetigerway

Coding with Kids

SCRATCH: ARCADE GAMES I Grades 3 - 6
Mon, 3:15pm-4:15pm
Jan 23 - Mar 20 (no class on Feb 20)
$199 / 8-week session

What’s even better than dodging obstacles, collecting tokens, and playing games on coin-
operated machines? Creating your own arcade games! This course teaches students to code
arcade games by applying programming concepts like Events, Functions, and Game Physics.
Students can recreate popular arcade games by the end of the course, such as the Brick
Breaker and Space Invaders.

Registrations at www.CodingWithKids.com/session/47274

LITTLE CODERS: ANIMATIONS Grades K - 2
Tue, 3:15pm-4:15pm
Jan 24 - Mar 21 (no class on Feb 21)
$199 / 8-week session

Learn how to make your own animations in Scratch using basic coding skills! In this course,
students will focus on the arts and animations side of game development. Students will
learn how to create their own characters, animate them, and tell their story through art,
creativity, and basic coding skills! Projects include animating a walk cycle, a running
unicorn, and a funny handshake. Our curriculum focuses on reinforcing concepts in different
ways to help students retain new ideas and build a strong foundation for future
learning.

mailto:yearbook@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:celsner@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:socialmedia@stcatherineschool.net
http://www.codingwithkids.com/session/47274


Registrations at www.CodingWithKids.com/session/47275

Volunteer Hours

Each family with students in grades K-8 are required to contribute 40 volunteer service
hours during the school year. Please email your hours to Charlotte in the school office. The
Volunteer Hours Summary Sheet can be found here.  

Non-Uniform & Spirit Day Calendar

http://www.codingwithkids.com/session/47275
https://www.learningmeansfun.com/signup
mailto:cvanhollebeke@stcatherineschool.net
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_65ef399bdf4547dbbde39f7362aa671d.pdf


"When is Spirit Day? When is the first non-uniform day? I bought free dress passes at last
year's auction - when can my student use them?" All these answers and more can be found
on the Non-Uniform & Spirit Day Calendar.

2022-2023 School Calendar

Here are the key calendar dates for the 2022-2023 school year:

1st day of school: Tuesday, September 6th (noon dismissal) 
Fall Conferences: November 3rd-4th (November 2nd is a noon dismissal)
Thanksgiving break: November 24th-25th (November 23th is a noon dismissal) 
Christmas break: December 19th-30th
New Year's Day Observed: January 2nd
President's weekend/break: February 20th-21st
Easter break: April 10th-14th
Last day of school: Friday, June 16th (10:30am dismissal after the Moving Up Mass) 

Printable PDF copies of the calendars, with lots more events and dates, are available here:
K-8 Calendar
Preschool Calendar

Please note that dates on these calendars are subject to change and any changes will be
communicated to families via the school newsletter as soon as possible.

Immunizations Update

The Department of Health has updated the requirements for the 2022-2023 school
year. Students in preschool or kindergarten who are four years old or older on September
1st are required to have the additional dose of DTaP, IPV, MMR and varicella vaccines before
the first day of school.

﻿Students with summer birthdays will have less time to get vaccinated before the start of
school, so parents should plan ahead and schedule their child's vaccination appointment
before the school year starts.

Please send updated records to Charlotte at cvanhollebeke@stcatherineschool.net.

Attendance Procedures

If your child/ren will be absent from school, please notify the school office at
attendance@stcatherineschool.net, as well as your child's homeroom teacher, no later than
8:30am on the day of the absence. Advanced notification of the absence (2-3 days before)
is also greatly appreciated.

The safety of our students is our number one priority and the office will call home to verify
the student's absence if a parent/guardian has not called or emailed.

If you know your child will be tardy due to a medical/dental/personal appointment, the
office must be notified for the tardy to be excused. A parent/guardian must accompany a
tardy student in to the school office to sign them in for the day.

If your child/ren will be absent from school for 2 or more days of school, please complete a
pre-planned absence form and send it to attendance@stcatherineschool.net at least 2
weeks prior to the absences.

Regular attendance is important to the success of our students. Normally, illness, medical
appointments and family emergencies are the only acceptable form of excused absence.

Help our school get $ back every time you shop at Amazon!

https://files.constantcontact.com/f674aa1d201/23f6c9c5-33ed-4add-a18b-859408546823.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_2633e8a57fb742cc8406b433a723dfd7.pdf
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_d29cebb6e7ec4e74859cb47bf3697706.pdf
mailto:cvanhollebeke@stcatherineschool.net
mailto:attendance@stcatherineschool.net
https://www.stcatherineschool.net/_files/ugd/3ccb43_e355b7197aaa4fac9b4139701b054a46.pdf
mailto:attendance@stcatherineschool.net


 
As a participant in the Amazon Affiliate and AmazonSmile programs, a percentage of your
Amazon purchases come back to us if you designate "St Catherine" as your charity of
choice. Simply CLICK HERE (this link is also on our website under the "Parents" tab on the
far right) to sign in to your Amazon account and place your order as usual (if you haven't
signed up for AmazonSmile yet, it's quick and easy). The school will automatically receive a
portion of all sales on orders placed through this unique link which is a combination of the
Affiliate and Smile programs.
 
Thank you!

Fred Meyer/QFC Community Rewards
 
Fred Meyer/QFC are part of a program called Community Rewards to give back to the
community! Each year, Fred Meyer intends to donate $2.5 million (up to $625,000 per
quarter) to local schools, non-profits, and charitable organizations. Customers can
designate where these dollars get spent. 
 
If you are a Fred Meyer customer head to Community Rewards and link your rewards card
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards. When you shop with your
rewards card, you’ll help earn donation dollars to the charity of your choice. St. Catherine
School organization code is AF109. You may select only one non-profit at a time. Also, note
that this does NOT impact your quarterly Rewards or Fuel points. You’ll still receive all those
benefits on top of this program. Today we have 26 families linked to this program and we
still receive rewards. Imagine our rewards if every school family took the time to register!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016U-u5_kDPNX-U_k4ItYElvsPJg0Jf312Nn0Slj1twQV4diYaFOtuUoC-DqMHMIaLL5bEw75njuU92-54SeN4dwBEtc77rIt63d8prD9R5V83MhLZVguvXP23teGof9U6M7c1GXFzMUhph5ctFHthu89lFjKwuTWDB72j9LV3ixK0Bn6JNkLFD6ntg9KjqHbS&c=OoidMyMLDFTB5lC2E-W5_ia75AJSZur2eWN0mnA0m86ORgK7TSk8VQ==&ch=KvZ4EFKeUDCHiLD1A9Hqeg_AH-YbgBTOma53bcvP92uW0qEpSpxihw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016U-u5_kDPNX-U_k4ItYElvsPJg0Jf312Nn0Slj1twQV4diYaFOtuUoC-DqMHMIaLL5bEw75njuU92-54SeN4dwBEtc77rIt63d8prD9R5V83MhLZVguvXP23teGof9U6M7c1GXFzMUhph5ctFHthu89lFjKwuTWDB72j9LV3ixK0Bn6JNkLFD6ntg9KjqHbS&c=OoidMyMLDFTB5lC2E-W5_ia75AJSZur2eWN0mnA0m86ORgK7TSk8VQ==&ch=KvZ4EFKeUDCHiLD1A9Hqeg_AH-YbgBTOma53bcvP92uW0qEpSpxihw==
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards


Mission & Philosophy
St. Catherine of Siena Parish School is a welcoming, Christ-centered community, rooted in
the Catholic faith and inspired by Gospel values. As an extension of the parish and with
Jesus as our model, we are dedicated to lifelong growth in faith, love, and learning. 
 
We recognize that the care and education of the child begins with the family and that
parents are the primary educators of their children. In partnership with parents, we work to
promote our students’ achievement and spiritual growth. Together we are committed to
developing responsible, ethical leaders who think critically, act justly, communicate
effectively, and serve willingly. 
 

Vision



We are committed to providing a faith-filled, inclusive, and welcoming learning environment
for all our students. Through our rigorous academic programs, our students will gain the
cognitive, technological, and social skills necessary to become ethical, innovative leaders
who successfully navigate the complex challenges of today’s world.
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